Count the Daisies!
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OBJECTIVE 

To learn how to use a quadrat 

To learn about identifying plants 

To practice solving problems using measurement and estimation 
MATERIALS 

Card 

Sellotape or staples 

Pen and paper 

ACTIVITY 

When scientists survey a field to identify the plants that grow there, they 

use a quadrat. 
This helps them to count the number of plants in squares of 

equal size. Pupils can make a quadrat each or work in small teams. 
Cut four strips of card 1.02 metres long and 2 centimetres wide. 
Stick the four strips together to make a square (overlapping the corners) using sellotape or staples. 
Choose a small lawn with daisies and measure the perimeter. Use the 

measurements to calculate the area of the lawn. Ask pupils to gently 

throw their quadrats onto the lawn and count the number of daisies in that 

square. They should do this ten times, choosing a new area of the lawn each time. Pupils record their findings. 
Sample Table: 

	Number of daisies

	Square 1
	

	Square 2 
	

	Square 3 
	

	Square 4 

Square 5 
	

	Square 6 
	

	Square 7 
	

	Square 8 
	

	Square 9 
	

	Square 10 
	

	Total number of daisies
	

	Average: To find the average number of daisies in each square, add all the numbers and divide by 10. 
	

	Then multiply the answer by the area (which was calculated earlier) to get an estimate for the number of daisies growing on the lawn.
	


