How to Make a Pooter
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A pooter is a simple way to catch small minibeasts without hurting them. Always release the minibeasts where they were found after examination. 

MATERIALS 

· Jar 

· Card 

· Plastic tubing 

· Fine cloth 

· Elastic bands 

· Blu-Tack or Plasticine 

1.  Cut a piece of card to fit the top of a glass jar, and make two holes in it. 

2.  Cover the end of a piece of flexible tubing with a piece of muslin or dishcloth and fix it on with an elastic band. 

3.  Put this tube through one of the holes, so it will go into the jar a short distance and seal round the tube and hole in the card using Blu-Tack or Plasticine. 

4.  Put a second, longer piece of flexible tubing through the other hole, so that it goes two thirds of the way down the jar, and seal it to the lid. Tape the card to the top of the jar. 

5.  Put the end of the longer tube over a small minibeast and suck on the shorter tube. The muslin should stop the minibeast and any dirt being breathed in. 

To make a sturdier pooter, drill two holes the same size as the tubing in the jar lid and push the tubes through. They might need more sealing. 

