Monaghan Town Tree Survey
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Summary:

122 trees survey as part of this report and were categorized as Follows

11 categorized as A2

84 categorized as B2

20 categorized as C2 

7 categorized for Removal
This has to be considered to be a very small number of trees for a town the size of Monaghan. Only 9% of the trees surveyed met the criteria of category A. It was also noted that only 28 trees were classified as mature. 

It is recommend that a 2 year plant plan be put in place identifying tree species and areas that would be suitable for street planting.  Policies holders should also educated to the benefits of urban tree and how best to protect them and their growing environment 
Introduction

By surveying the quantity and quality of tree population with in Monaghan Town it will be possible to plan and manage the population in a more efficient way. 

The benefit of trees with in a urban setting have many and great. In New York City have survey there trees and have found that every dollar spent bought 5 in environmental benefits. The cities department of Parks and Recreation has estimated that value of the cities 600,000 trees at over $2.3billion. With this in mind police makers have set the challenge to increase the canopy cover from nearly 25% to 42% with in 10 years. 

Plant-life and the poor air quality in our cities are in the spotlight right now. Trees and other plants in urban areas work as fully automatic air filters which remove articulates and other pollution from the air, free-of-charge.

It is clear that trees improve the quality of the environment. To us, a good quality environment equates to economic vigour and flourishing cities for residents, users and visitors.  It leads to bustling cities with good social development and ones which are healthy, clean, beautiful, safe and habitable, with sufficient plant-life and stimulating scenery in the immediate vicinity. Putting plant-life to good use in a broad sense also facilitates the creation of a good, multi-functional climate for investment
Survey Methodology

The tree survey categorizes trees or groups of trees, including woodlands  for their quality and value within the existing context, in a transparent, understandable and systematic way. Where the arboriculturist deems it appropriate, the trees will be tagged with small metal or plastic tags, placed as high as is convenient on the stem of each tree.
A schedule to the survey will list all the trees or groups of trees. The following information is be provided:

· reference number ( recorded on the tree survey);

· species (scientific names, where possible);

· height in metres;

· stem diameter in millimetres at 1.5 m above adjacent ground level (on sloping ground it is taken on the upslope side of the tree base) or immediately above the root flare for multi-stemmed trees;

· branch spread in metres taken at the four cardinal points to derive an accurate representation of the crown 
· age class (young, young mature, mature, over-mature, veteran);

· physiological condition (e.g. good, fair, poor, dead);

· structural condition, e.g. collapsing, the presence of any decay and physical defect;

· management recommendations, including further investigation of suspected defects that require more detailed assessment and potential for wildlife habitat;

· estimated remaining contribution in years (e.g. less than 10, 10–20, 20–40, more than 40);

· R or A to C category grading (see Table 1) to be recorded in plan on the tree survey plan.

The purpose of the tree categorization method, is to identify the quality and value of the existing tree stock, allowing informed decisions to be made concerning which trees should be removed or retained should development occur. For a tree to qualify under any given category it should fall within the scope of that category’s definition (R, A, B, C) and, for a tree in categories A–C, it will qualify under one or more of the three subcategories (1, 2, 3). The subcategories are intended to reflect arboricultural, landscape and cultural values respectively. Category R trees are those which would be lost in the short term for reasons connected with their physiological or structural condition.  The tree survey schedule should list which subcategory applies. It is intended that each subcategory has equal weight such that, for example, an A1 tree has the same retention priority as an A2 tree. Some trees could qualify under two or even three criteria, e.g. A1 and 2 but would not accrue added value. When determining the appropriate category for any given tree, group or woodland, the surveyor will start by determining whether the tree falls within the scope of the R category. Assuming that the tree can be retained, the arboriculturist should then proceed on the presumption that all trees are considered according to the criteria for inclusion in the high category. When assigning trees to any of the categories, the presence of any serious disease or tree-related hazards will be taken into account. If disease is fatal and/or irremediable or likely to require sanitation for the protection of other trees, the trees concerned may need to be categorized as R, even if they otherwise have considerable value. If mechanical defects present an unacceptable risk to people and property, the extent to which the defects are remediable, including the effect that this might have on the tree’s remaining value, should indicate whether the tree should still be assigned to the category that it would otherwise merit
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Table 1 — Cascade chart for tree quality assessment

TREES FOR REMOVAL

any existing value would be lost
within 10 years and which
should. in the current context, be
‘removed for reasons of sound
arboricultural management

1oss of companion shelter cannot be mitigated by pruning)
® Trees that are dead or are showing signs of significant, immediate, and irreversible overall decline

® Trees infected with pathogens of significance to the health and/or safety of other trees nearby (e.g. Dutch elm disease),
or very low quality trees suppressing adjacent trees of better quality
NOTE Habitat reinstatement may he appropriate (e.g. R category tree used as a bat roost: installation of bat bos in nearby

tree).

Category and definition Criteria Tdentification on
plan

Category K * Trees that have a serious, irremediable. structural defect. such that their early loss is expected due to collapse,

Those in such a condition that including those that will become unviable after removal of other R category trees (i.e. where, for whatever reason, the | DARK RED

TREES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR RETENTION

Category and definition

Criteria — Subcategories

Tdentification on

1 Mainly arboricultural values 2 Mainly landscape values 3 Mainly cultural values, plan
including conservation
Category A Trees that are particulazly good | Trees, groups or woodlands which provide & Trees, groups or woodlands of
Those of high quality and | examples of their species, especially | definite screening or softening effect to the locality | significant conservation,
value: in such 2 condition s to | if rare or unusual, or essential in relation to views into or out of the site, or those | historical, commemorative or | LIGHT GREEN
he able to make a substantial | components of groups, or of formal | of particular visual importance (e.g. avenues or | other value (e.g. veteran trees or
contribution (2 minimum of 40 | or semi-formal arhoricultural other arboricultural features assessed as groups) | wood-pasture)
years is suggested) features (e.g. the dominant andior
principal trees within an avenue)
Trees that might be included in the | Trees present in numbers, usually as groups or | Trees vith clearly identiiable
Those of moderate quality | high category, but are downgraded | woodlands, such that they form distinet landscape | conservation or other cultural | MID BLUE
and value: those in such because of impaired condition (e.g. | features, thereby attracting a higher collective | benefits
condition as to make a significant | presence of remediable defects rating than they might as individuals but which
contribution (a minimum of 20 | including unsympathetic past are not, individually, essential components of
years is suggested) management and minor storm formal or semi-formal arhoricultural features (..
damage) trees of moderate qualify within an avenue that
includes better, A category specimens), or trees
situated mainly internally to the site, therefore
individually having little visual impact on the
wider locality
Categorv C Trees not qualifying in higher Trees present in groups or woodlands, but without | Trees with very Lmited
Those of low quality and categories this conferring on them significantly greater conservation or other cultural | GREY
value: currently in adequate landscape value, and/or trees offering low or only | benefits
condition to remain until new temporary sereening benefit
planting could be established (2 [XOTE Whilst C category trees will usually not be retained where they would impose & significant constraint on
minimum of 10 years is o x b
: evelopment, young trees with a stem diameter of less than 150 mm should be considered for relocation.
suggested), or young trees with a
stem diameter below 150 mm
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